My life in New Zealand  - Horowhenua College  
I came to New Zealand in February this year (2010) from Japan. My school in Japan sends all Year 12 students to New Zealand every year to improve their English skills with a Sister School.

First, when I arrived in Levin, I was surprised as there weren’t any high building and I can see beautiful mountains in Levin.  Also in the New Zealand house when you go inside, you don’t have to take your shoes off.

My host family was very kind to me. Some international students may have been homesick but I wasn’t because my host family accepted me as a member of their family. 
In the school (Horowhenua College), there were some other international students from Europe and South America. They can speak English very much and they are friendly.  Horowhenua College had some interesting subjects. For example, engineering, outdoor education and drama. I was especially surprised that a New Zealand school had Japanese classes.  It is so amazing.

I played rugby in the school because rugby is the national sports in New Zealand and I was interested in rugby. My team was 2nd XV rugby team. My team mates were very friendly and funny. At the last rugby game in August, I succeeded with a kick. It was a good experience in my New Zealand life.

I did volunteer work at the town library because I couldn’t do volunteer work in Japan. My work was mainly putting away some children books. This work was worth doing because I could talk to many people in library.  It was very interesting.

Finally, I was very glad to come to New Zealand because I could study and know a lot of thing about New Zealand.  I could get many memories with my friends so I want to go to New Zealand again someday.

Takashi Nishizaike
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