Hello.  My name is Nils Zahn, and I have been a German Exchange Student at Horowhenua College for a year.     

[image: Nils Zahn]The decision to go abroad for one year was one of the best decisions I ever made.  It gave me a lot of skills I would never have learned at my German school.  I changed a lot during the year (2010) such as my social skills and cultural experience as I got involved in a new community. 

This year gave me so many unforgettable experiences that really were worth taking home.   I joined the Canoe Polo Team, the Rugby Team and I also was active in the Surf Life Saving Team in which I achieved my Surf Life Saving Certification during the year. 

Horowhenua College made all this possible for me as Canoe Polo and Rugby was offered in school 
and my SLS mates all were at the same college.   

In school I tried out many new and interesting subjects such as Outdoor Education which was one of my absolute favourite subjects as we went out for kayaking, mountain biking, rock climbing and tramping trips.   An experience not to be missed! 

During my Year at Horowhenua College I participated in school activities such as an athletic event and a swimming competition which were well organised and a lot of fun. Horowhenua College supported me a lot over the year as it organised some trips like skiing and sightseeing which will both stay in my mind for a long time as I got to know more people and we shared so many nice experiences together.  

Looking back over my year, I finally can say that every single experience was worth it - the good ones as much as the bad ones.   Because of all of this, this has changed me into the person I am now and I’m proud of the person I have become.

I hope for all of you that you’ll have an awesome year at Horowhenua College and lots of unforgettable experiences to take home with you and when your year is over you will realise how much it changed you in a good way like it changed me. 
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